Series: Galatians
Title: Redeemed from the Curse

Text: Gal 3:10-14
Date: 11-19-20
Place: SGBC, NJ
Galatians 3: 9: So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.  
Abraham did not have the law given at Sinai—he could not even do the works of the law—he did not have it.  How then was Abraham made righteous?
· The Lord sent the preaching of the gospel—declaring “In Abraham’s seed—in Christ—shall God’s elect be blessed in every nation in the earth.”
· God sent the Holy Spirit, regenerated Abraham to faith in Christ—so “Abraham believed God, and [Christ’s obedience] was counted unto him for righteousness.”
· Being just by Christ’s Righteousness, the rest of his days Abraham lived by faith looking to Christ alone for all things.  

· He did not look to what he did or did not do as contributing or taking away from his complete standing in Christ—and so he lived looking to Christ to provide of his fulness.

· That is what it is to be “of faith”—Galatians 3: 9: So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.  10: For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them. 11: But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith. 12  And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them.  13: Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: 14: That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 
I. FIRST, TO BE “OF THE WORKS OF THE LAW” IS TO UNDER THE CURSE

A. What does it mean to be “of the works of the law?”
1. To put it simply those who do not believe on Christ alone, and live by faith receiving all fulness from Christ alone, are of the works of the law

· Some trust in their works to save apart from Christ

· Other insist certain works must be done before one can believe on Christ 

· Others think after faith is come their works are necessary to add to Christ or they can’t be saved

· But all who think their law keeping in some way is necessary to salvation are “of the works of the law.”
II. SECONDLY, HERE IS WHY WE ARE UNDER THE CURSE IF WE BE “OF THE WORKS OF THE LAW”—Galatians 3: 10:…for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.

A. This is God’s word—“for it is written”—God is speaking—this is God’s reason
B. The law requires the same of all—"Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them”
1. Prince or pauper, rich or poor, male or female—the law requires the same of everyone.

C. The law requires “continual” obedience—"Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.”

1. This is God’s word from Deut 27: 26: Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the words of this law to do them. And all the people shall say, Amen.
2. God requires we must continue—no making it almost to the end then stopping—beginning to end we must continue.
D. God requires we not leave out obedience to even one law—"Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.”
1. If we depend upon God’s law then must do all God’s law: moral, ceremonial and civil
2. We do not get to pick and choose which of God’s law we will do—we must obey all the law, every word of God.
Jer 11: 3: And say thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel; Cursed be the man that obeyeth not the words of this covenant, 4: Which I commanded your fathers in the day that I brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, from the iron furnace, saying, Obey my voice, and do them, according to all which I command you: so shall ye be my people, and I will be your God: 5: That I may perform the oath which I have sworn unto your fathers, to give them a land flowing with milk and honey, as it is this day.
3. And for God to count it obedience we must be as righteous and holy as God himself, with no sin ever
· Obedience must be perfect: God demands perfect righteousness continually in all the law from a perfectly holy heart, with no sin ever

· It is not obedience to “do our best” or be “sincere” or be obedient outwardly—it must be perfect righteousness from a perfectly pure heart to be accepted of God.

4. God looks on the heart: the law is spiritual: it finds sin in thoughts, desires, imaginations, motives—even in our nature itself. 
· A man may be moral outwardly but the heart and intent are what the Lord looks at 
5. If a man does nothing wrong, yet if he fails to do that which is right, he is guilty: omission is sin as much as commission. 
· Missing the mark is missing whether we shoot over or fall short of it. 
· If we waver or have a slight deviation in love to the Lord thy God or omit one thought of love to your neighbor—cursed! 

· The slightest failure means you are under the curse.

App. Do you know enough about how holy God is?  What God requires?  If so then we will be honest and say—not before, not after conversion—have we ever loved the Lord our God with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our mind, and with all our strength, and our neighbor as ourself—not in perfect righteousness from a perfectly pure heart with a total absence of sin! So God says "There is none righteous no not one…all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”
III. THIRDLY, GOD SAYS IT IS EVIDENT NO MAN IS JUSTIFIED BY WORKS OF THE LAW BECAUSE GOD MAKES THE JUST TO LIVE BY FAITH—Galatians 3: 11: But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith. 12: And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them.

A. No man is justified by the law in the sight of God: because God must justify and he only justifies through faith in Christ—The just shall live by faith—
1. To be just is to have no record of sin before God ever—past, present or future—and no possibility that God will lay even one charge against you.

2. It is only through God-given faith in Christ that God purges our conscience from dead works, teaching us that Christ has justified us before God and there is no curse upon us.
3. Then by the same Holy Spirit we live unto God—
· We have to be dead to the law to live unto God

· Only those who truly believe we are justified by Christ cease from dead works of trying to soothe our conscience into thinking we are just before God

· We live a life knowing we are justified: complete in Christ: we live unto God, knowing we are accepted, we live comforted by the gospel, in peace, full of joy in the Holy Ghost
4. And we live the rest of our days looking only to Christ: out of Christ’s fulness we receive all things—
· everything we need Christ provides—grace for grace—wave upon wave of grace 
· He provides in Spirit through the preaching of the gospel: strength, direction, comfort, all things

· He said without me you can do nothing.

B. Catch this “and the law is not of faith but, The man that doeth them shall live in them.”

1. The man who goes to the law as a necessity in order to live—has left faith and come under law—the law says he must do the whole law to live.
2. The just live by faith—the law is not of faith.
IV. HOW ARE WE BROUGHT FROM UNDER THE CURSE OF THE LAW TO ENJOY THIS LIFE OF FREE JUSTIFICATION?—Galatians 3: 13: Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:

A. Christ was set up as the Head of his people from eternity.
1. To be redeemed the ransom has to be paid—the price of our redemption was the curse of the second death.

Illustration; Deut 21: 23 says cursed is every man who hangs on a tree.  God made this the sign of a cursed man.   It is remarkable that the Son of God came down to die on a cross which the divine decree declared him to be made a curse. 

2. Every sinner is under the curse by Adam’s broken law: every sinner must and shall die under the curse suffering the second death which God’s justice demands.

3. But Christ took the place of his people under the law
· His perfect love fulfilled the righteousness of the law
· He manifest that love by being made a curse for us that he might redeem us from the curse—that he might justify us from all our sins
4. He gave the law the price it demanded for God to remain just and Justify his people

· He laid down his life and was made a curse for us—the darkness tells us we cannot enter into what he suffered

· Forsaken of God—that forsaking we deserved—he endured to redeem us from the curse of the law
· He fulfilled the law in righteousness and justified us—he established the law for us—he gave the law perfect righteous love from a perfectly pure and holy heart without any sin—and all his elect established the law in him.

B. It by Christ’s redemption that we, Gentiles, receive the same free blessing Abraham did—14  That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
1. Remember the blessing of Abraham—

· Abraham did not have the old covenant law of Sinai—neither were we Gentiles under that covenant

· But Abraham was under the curse due to Adam—so were we

· But God preached the gospel to Abraham promising to bless Abraham and all his spiritual children with all spiritual blessings in Christ—and Abraham believed God and God imputed the righteousness of Christ to him
· Abraham’s blessing was through Jesus Christ standing as his redeemer and it is through Jesus Christ who has redeemed us from the curse
2. Christ redeemed us “that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.”
· Christ gave Abraham the Spirit of God by whom he was regenerated and given faith in Christ

· God promised to pour out the Spirit on all flesh—his elect Jew and Gentile—after Christ redeemed us and took the law of Sinai out of the way

Isa 44:3: For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring: 4: And they shall spring up as among the grass, as willows by the water courses.
Isa 59:21  As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the LORD; My spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s seed, saith the LORD, from henceforth and for ever.
3. So God sent us the Holy Spirit and worked in us like he did Abraham bringing us to faith in Christ
Ga 4:6  And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

4. God promised to write the law on our hearts—the word of the covenant—the law of faith and the law of love so that by his grace and power we will keep his statutes—

· Having the law of faith on our heart we believe on Christ—knowing by him we have established the law in perfection and no charge shall be laid against us—we live to Christ receiving all blessings from him

· Having the law of love on our hearts—we do nothing by the constraint of law, not of necessity, not fearful of men’s bondage—but constrained by Christ’s love 

· Having the law of Christ on our heart—we cover our brethren’s sins as we bear it and forgive it and restore them to Christ—like Christ did for us

· Having the law of liberty on our heart—we know we are redeemed from the curse of the law so we walk by faith rejoicing in Christ, keeping ourselves unspotted from the world, especially by standing fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free and no more being entangled with the yoke of bondage

5. God promised Abraham an inheritance—we have the same promise—Christ our Portion in that city which has foundation whose builder and maker is God

App. Beloved, through the substitutionary work of Christ all the free blessings God promised to Abraham are ours.  
· We are now dead to the law and the law is dead to us: we have no record of sin in God’s sight and shall never have a record of sin; the law cannot curse us 

· Our righteousness is Christ—our doing or not doing does not change it 

· In Christ "he that believeth on him is not condemned.” we are “accepted in the Beloved,”
· All the promises of God are yes in Christ and in him amen to the praise of the glory of God even as they were to Abraham—knowing Christ has justified us let us live unto him by faith

Amen!
