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Judges 2: 1: And an angel of the LORD came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said, I made you to go up out of Egypt, and have brought you unto the land which I sware unto your fathers; and I said, I will never break my covenant with you. 2: And ye shall make no league with the inhabitants of this land; ye shall throw down their altars: but ye have not obeyed my voice: why have ye done this? 3: Wherefore I also said, I will not drive them out from before you; but they shall be as thorns in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare unto you. 4: And it came to pass, when the angel of the LORD spake these words unto all the children of Israel, that the people lifted up their voice, and wept. 5: And they called the name of that place Bochim: and they sacrificed there unto the LORD. (Jud 2:1-5)

When the children of Israel disobeyed the LORD, he came to them with this question, “Why Have Ye Done This?”
· As we have seen over and over in this series: when the LORD asks the sinner a question, it is not for the LORD’s benefit.
· Time and again we have seen the Lord asks the question to convict the sinner of his sin.

Is there anyone here who knows they have disobeyed the Lord?  Then hear this question from the Lord to you--“Why Have Ye Done This?”
· Whatever our disobedience, there is no answer we can give to that question which justifies disobedience to the Lord.
Now, there is a disagreement amongst the commentaries as to whether or not this was genuine repentance—the LORD knows. 
· Real or not, what our Lord said to the children of Israel is full of instruction on how our Lord brings his children to true, God-given repentance. 
Whatever our disobedience, this is a pretty good summary of the things the Lord brings to mind to grant us repentance:

1) The Lord reminded them what he had done for them
2) The Lord reminded them what he had promised them
3) The Lord reminded them what he commanded and how they disobeyed and brought home this question—Judges 3: 2…“Why Have Ye Done This?”
Proposition: By setting before us his faithfulness toward us and our sin against him, the Lord effectually works true repentance in his child.

I. FIRST, THE LORD REMINDS HIS DISOBEDIENT CHILD WHAT HE HAS DONE FOR US—Judges 2: 1: And an angel of the LORD came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said, I made you to go up out of Egypt, and have brought you unto the land which I sware unto your fathers; 

Illustration: Think how foolish it would have been if the children of Israel returned to Egypt and asked to be slaves once again? By disobeying their Redeemer that is exactly what they were doing.

A. In the beginning, the Lord finds his elect on bondage under the law, the slaves of sin. Even after he calls us, we often find ourselves yielding to our sinful flesh—when we do so, we are not serving our true Master, Christ our Redeemer. We are attempting to return to our old master—sin. 
1. Left to ourselves, we come back into captivity and can never free ourselves.

Rom 7: 22  [Paul said] For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: 23  But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.
2. But Christ will not allow any who he redeemed to come again under the dominion of sin.
Rom 7: 24  O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? 25  I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

B. Notice, the Angel of the covenant, the Angel of the Lord came to them—the Angel of the Lord is Christ—the Angel declares—“I made you..and have brought you [and] I sware unto your fathers;”

1. Christ gets all the glory for redeeming us and for teaching us and granting us repentance at first and for continually delivering us from us.
· He gave us a contrite heart to bow down before his face and he continually does so.
· He does it by reminding us, he is our Redeemer—“I made you to go up out—I redeemed you.”
2. Gal 6: 13: Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law—
· We were made a curse by Adam’s one transgression; we added to it by our willful transgression against God’s holy and good law.
3. Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us—
· For his great, unchangeable, everlasting love
· The holy Lamb of God willingly gave himself to be made a curse for rebels like us.

· Now, Christ hath redeemed us—it is finished!  He accomplished our eternal redemption!  

C. Christ reminds us that he not only delivered us from the curse of the law, Christ has and shall deliver us into the land of God’s promise—“and have brought you unto the land which I sware unto your fathers;”
1. We are looking for the day this will be complete but right now, every blood bought, regenerated believer has been delivered into his kingdom.
Colossians 1: 12: Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 13  Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: 14  In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:” (Col 1:12-14)
App. In the midst of our disobedience, Christ comes in the gospel, by the Spirit, he teaches us and reminds us he has redeemed us and shall yet deliver us. He says in the heart effectually
Col 3: 2: Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 3: For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 4: When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. 5: Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth;

He speaks into our hearts “Why Have Ye Done This?” He makes us answer in repentance,
Rom 6: 1: What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 2: God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?
II. SECONDLY, IN THE MIDST OF OUR DISOBEDIENCE, THE LORD REMINDS HIS CHILD OF WHAT HE HAS PROMISED US—Judges 2: 1:…I sware unto your fathers; and I said, I will never break my covenant with you.
A. He finds us at first trusting in a covenant of works. Still, as believers, there are times when we find ourselves in self-righteousness, looking to our works, and looking down on others.
1. If God allowed us to leave Christ and trust in anything we have done then we would be a debtor to do the whole law.

2. God used Adam, then the children of Israel, to prove that you and I can never be saved by our keeping the old covenant law. “By the law shall no flesh be justified.”
B. But we are self-righteous sinners by nature. So in the midst of our disobedience, Christ comes in his gospel and the Spirit reminds us once again, “I sware unto your fathers;”
1. This is the covenant by which all our fathers were saved: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, ever elect child of God throughout the ages. 
C. He comes and reminds you and I who are his today, personally “I said, I will never break my covenant with you.” 
1. God will never break his covenant with those he chose in Christ by free grace.
“This is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life” (1 Jn 2:25)

2. He turns us by reminding us there are no conditions to be met on our part. The conditions are fulfilled by the triune God in Christ.
2 Cor 1: 19: For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who [is] preached among you by us,…[is] not yea and nay, but in him [is] yea. 20: For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us.
App. So when he finds us in self-righteousness, looking to our works, trusting in lies—he says in grace and love “Why Have Ye Done This? “I sware unto your fathers; And I said, I will never break my covenant with you.”
· I promised “I will be merciful to your unrighteousness, and your sins and iniquities will I remember no more. Why have you done this?

· Nothing melts the heart like unbreakable, everlasting covenant love.

· Nothing turns us in true repentance like the sure promises of God.
III. LASTLY, THE LORD TURNS US BY REMINDING HIS DISOBEDIENT CHILD WHAT THE LORD COMMANDS AND WHAT WE HAVE DONE—Judges 3: 2: And ye shall make no league with the inhabitants of this land; ye shall throw down their altars: but ye have not obeyed my voice: why have ye done this? 
A. All our disobedience is us making a league or covenant with God’s enemies. 
1. Be it the enemy of our lustful flesh

2. Be it his enemies in false-religion.

3. Be it unbelieving friends or associates who would turn us from Christ.
4. Christ commands us in grace:
2 Corinthians 6: 14: Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? 15  And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? 16  And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God;
B. But not only are we not to be yoked with God’s enemies, we are to throw down their altars.
Illustration: Every so often you see a news report where someone has burned down a church building, defaced a mosque or a temple. Believers are never to do that physically in this gospel age.

1. Christ command us to throw down the altars of vain religion by preaching the gospel:

· This making no league and breaking their altars pictures no compromise as we preach the gospel.

· We are to preaching all flesh is grass—it breaks down every idol and altar of man’s will and works 

· We are to preach Christ crucified: the only Way, the only Truth and the only Life; no other salvation but Christ—it breaks down all idols declaring them nothing.
C. But the children of Israel compromised with their enemies. They would not obey God and drive out their enemies—a picture of men compromising the gospel, who will not preach salvation by grace apart from man’s works—so Christ made them to harvest what they sowed—Judges 2: 3  Wherefore I also said, I will not drive them out from before you; but they shall be as thorns in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare unto you.
1. They sowed seeds of fleshly compromise, they reaped thorns in their fleshly sides; the very gods they spared became their snares.
2. Today, in our nation we are reaping the harvest as a result of what false preachers have sown for decades.

· Preaching man’s worth, man’s will, man’s works—instead of Christ’s redemption.
· Preaching old covenant law instead of the everlasting covenant of grace.
· Preaching alittle idol jesus who depends upon man, while compromising with every false god.

3. The harvest is self-willed, self-righteous, self-glorying, proud sinners 

· Who trust in a covenant of lies

· Who compromise with every false way but refuse any mention of the true God

Gal 6: 7: Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 8: For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.
D. But our faithful Father chastens his children—turning us from our flesh to Christ that we might be partakers of his holiness. He does so through the same gospel that saves in the beginning, that edifies and comforts.
2Ti 3:16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
1. So we preach Christ our Redeemer--what he has accomplished for us.
2. We preach everlasting covenant grace—what he has promised us in Christ.
3. We do not compromise but we preach salvation by Christ’s works. 
Through this gospel, he says in our hearts, “Why Have Ye Done This?” Thus he grants repentance.
Amen!
