ILLUSTRATIONS 
The Woman Buried with the Fork—A woman was dying.  Said she wanted to be buried with a fork in her hand.  Because when she said “In all my years of attending socials and dinners, I always remember that when the dishes of the main course were being cleared, someone would inevitably lean over and say, 'Keep your fork.' It was my favorite part because I knew that something better was coming... like velvety chocolate cake or deep-dish apple pie. Something wonderful, and with substance!' So, I just want people to see me there in that casket with a fork in my hand and I want them to wonder 'What's with the fork?' Then I want you to tell them: 'Keep your fork ..the best is yet to come.'

We Adopt a Child without Knowing What They Shall Be--Think of God’s adopting love. When God adopted us he did not do so with the limited foreknowledge we have.  I have friends who have adopted children.  We adopt hoping a child will grow up and be obedient.  But what if we foreknew the child would grow up to be what God foreknew we would be?  Yet, God adopted us into his family, gave his name, making us righteous in his Son. Ephesians 1: 5: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6: To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved; Galatians 4: 6: And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father; 1 John 3; 1: Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: 

The Hard Dirt at Taylor—I have never found ground so hard as that ground.  We could not bust it with a pick ax.  But it is nothing compared to the iron neck and the brow of brass in the natural man.  What will melt the iron neck and the brass brow—only the good news of salvation by grace.

For My Name’s Sake—God promises never to forsake his elect, believing child for one reason, “for my name’s sake.”  I have one son—my name will be continued one way—in him.  My one son is my name’s sake. Christ Jesus—the only begotten Son of God—is truly God’s name sake.  So for the sake of Christ—for God’s name’s sake—God is righteously merciful to his children.  Since all God’s elect were cut off when Christ was cut off as our Substitute, satisfying justice on our behalf, now God promises I will not forsake you “for my name’s sake.”
Abraham’s Smoking Furnace and Burning Lamp—In the day God made his everlasting covenant in Abraham’s heart it was as a dream to Abraham like as the good news of our salvation comes to us like a dream—almost too good to be true.  Abraham stood in the midst of slain animals like as God’s elect stood in Christ when he was slain on our behalf and redeemed us to God by his blood.  Abraham also saw a smoking furnace and a burning lamp.  Not a burning furnace, only a smoking furnace.  The furnace was not burning, only the lamp was burning.  God’s covenant word to us is that the burning furnace of infinite justice has been quenched because Christ bore those flames for his people, satisfying justice so that the flames are extinguished and the smoke is a reminder, “It is finished.”  The burning lamp is Christ our Light perpetually burning through the Light of his gospel—the Light of the Spirit.  God’s covenant promise to his born-again child is that the Light of Christ our Lamp shall burn continually leading us all our days. His covenant cannot be broken because God has given us his covenant word reaching through the blood of the Son of God, through the smoke rising up from the quenched flame of justice which Christ satisfied, through the everburning Lamp of the gospel of Light which is his truth and fidelity—he will guide us with his counsel all our days. Psalm 73: 24: Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory.
The Tomato Plant and the Briars—I prune my tomato plant so it will grow.  I merely cut out the weeds from the flower beds.  Both plants feel the cut.  But I carefully prune the tomato plant to bring forth fruit, while I simply cut down the briars.  All men in this world suffer.  But while all men feel the cut, only the Lord’s child is being pruned to bring forth fruit by God our Husbandman, fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ to the praise and glory of God.
The world is like a paper sack in a raging fire.  Everything you see now shall melt away. But Christ says, “Because I live, ye shall live also.” Fear not, believer, free courage take.  God is near thee and “if God be for us, who can be against us?” His angels are keeping watch over us! Gird up the loins of your mind; be sober, and hope to the end.  Be “steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord” committing yourself to the keeping hand which was pierced with nails for you.
The Full Water Glass—This water glass is not full.  If you filled it to the point that no more water could be put in the glass then it would be full.   Christ came to fulfill the law.  Christ filled it full.  Nothing else can be added.  The law is fulfilled by one man’s obedience.  And by Christ’s obedience many shall be made righteous.
Noah’s Water is the Water we Drink—God only made one water.  The same water that destroyed the earth in Noah’s day is the same water in this glass.  I just took a drink of that water.  It is good.  It is cool, thirst quenching water to me.  But the same water was death to those in Noah’s day who refused to enter the ark.  This one gospel of Christ is a savor of death unto death to some and life unto life to others.
Approved--The Assayer of Gold—the maker of a gold ring must have an assayer to approve that gold so it is determined that it is the actual purity that the maker claims.  Three methods are used to approve: 1) in the touchstone method the gold is rubbed against a gold stone of the same purity.  If it is the gold ring is the same purity it will not lose its color.  Christ is the tried stone and Christ is the trying stone.  The child washed in his blood will be proven born of Christ because the gospel of Christ does not rub him the wrong way; 2) In the x-ray method fluorescent light is used to determine the inward purity of the gold.  Christ is the Light.  The believer has the Light of Christ within us.  So when tried by the Light we are proven genuine. 3) In the fire method the gold is put into fire.  If it has dross the dross is consumed in the fire but only gold remains.  Christ is the Refiner and Christ is the Refiner’s fire.  Because the child of God is born of Christ who was tried in the furnace of affliction, when Christ makes us to pass through the furnace of affliction we shall be kept by Christ.
Straight Rows in the Garden—My grandfather always planted a large garden.  I began planting a garden at a young age.  His rows were always straight.  But when I tried to till a straight row, I would look back and forward and do my best to make the row straight but it always came out crooked.  I asked my grandfather how did he make his rows straight.  He pointed to a large pine tree at the end of one of his rows.  He said, “I put my eye on that tree and never look back.”  Scripture tells us to “run with patience the race set before us looking the Author and Finisher of faith, Jesus Christ.”  If we would run a straight course we must put our hand to the plow and never look back only straight ahead to Christ.  Paul said, “Forgetting those things that are behind, I press toward the MARK of the high calling of God.”
A Dead Animal in the Pathway—When we come upon a dead animal in the pathway it stinks.  The sight of it is loathsome.  We would not dare to touch it.  Instead, we steer clear of it.  The love of God is revealed to us in that God’s love was great toward us—even when were dead in sins.  Sin is an abomination to God—a stench, a thing abhorred by God. God is infinite purity, perfect holiness.  God hates sin with perfect righteous hatred. “But God who is rich in mercy with his great love wherewith he loved us EVEN when we were dead in sins.”  
The Rip Tide Current—the undercurrent in the ocean pulls you along.  You may go into the ocean in front of mom and dad but the next thing you know you are a hundred yards down the beach from where you went in.  The under-current carried you away.  That is similar to what is meant by “the course of this world”--Ephesians 2: 2: Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world,…
A Dead Carcass Covered Over with Ants and Maggots—scripture says all men are born dead.  But it is worse than that—we are dead in trespasses and in sins.  We are not just a dead carcass we are covered over in trespasses and in sins.
Sis Judy Estes’ Offering Each Week—Do not judge the success of any ministry by the results you see.  Sis Judy Estes gave a weekly offering at Danville.  It helped pay Don Fortner’s  way to come preach the gospel to me.  Twenty years later it helped pay the way for Don to preach to the brethren in New Jersey.  A few years after Sis Judy died the Lord called me to be the pastor in New Jersey.  Now there we are together.  She never lived to see it. But God did what he purposed to do though she never lived to see it.  Never judge the success of any ministry you engage in by the results you see.
Jim’s Honey in the Sunlight--Sincerity in Philippians 1: 10 means it is able to be examined in the sunlight.  The literal meaning is “no wax.”  Jim raises bees.  He brought me a large jar of honey.  I held it up to the sunlight and there was no wax in it.  It was “sincere” honey—pure honey.
Except a Corn of Wheat Fall Into the Ground and Die—the earthly illustrations the Lord used were created by the Lord Jesus for the purpose of glorifying Christ.  All things were created by him and FOR HIM…
Responsibility Does Not Mean Ability—Many people in our country cannot pay their mortgage.  The banks still foreclose on them because even though they the homeowner does not have the ability to pay they still have the responsibility to pay.
True Love Replaces Economics—Have you ever had a sick child?  Did you ever come to the point that you said, “Well, we have spent enough.”

True love does not envy-- Does it make you envious when someone does something good for one of your children? No—You rejoice because your child is extension of you. Does it offend you when someone does something bad toward one of your children?  Yes, they are your flesh and blood.  So it is with Christ and so it is with our brethren—we are one in Christ.

How do we get grapes?-- A grape is a fruit—how is a grape produced?  A grape seed is planted.  From that seed the grape vine grows. As the vine grows branches grow out of the vine.  As the branch gets its nourishment from the vine the branch produces fruit—a cluster of grapes form. Paul is writing here to the “saints”—God’s saints are made saints by being born of the incorruptible Seed, the Holy Spirit of God, Christ the Seed is formed in us, the Seed of Truth is implanted and spiritual life begins.  John 15: 3: Now ye are CLEAN through THE WORD which I have SPOKEN unto you. 4: Abide in me, and I in you. As THE BRANCH CANNOT BEAR FRUIT OF ITSELF, EXCEPT IT ABIDE IN THE VINE; no more can ye, EXCEPT YE ABIDE IN ME. 5: I am THE VINE, ye are THE BRANCHES: He that abideth IN ME, and I IN HIM, the same bringeth forth much FRUIT: FOR WITHOUT ME ye can do nothing.

Bearing Fruit-- The gardener labors with hope of seeing the plants in his garden bear fruit.  The coach labors to teach his players with the hope that come game-time those players bear fruit by exercising what they have been taught.  The parent labors to see their child bear fruit by exercising what they have been taught. The preacher’s desire is the same.  The Apostle John said, “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.” (3 Jo 1:4) Peter, the apostle, said, “Beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. (2 Pet 3: 17-18) This was the apostle Paul’s desire for those Christ entrusted him to teach, “I desire fruit that may abound to your account.” (Php 4: 7) 
Peace Like a River—As a teenager the most peaceful place in the world to me was the river.  I loved to take the boat down the river at night, to turn off the engine and lay on my back in the bottom of the boat looking up at the stars.  “Drum fish” under the surface would be drumming.  It was the most peaceful place in the world to me.
The Man Who Waited to Offer the Wine—Romans 14—Bob Coffey waited until folks had stopped arriving at his house to see if there was anyone present who would be offended if he offered a glass of wine.  When he saw no one would be then he offered us a glass of wine.
The Car and the Doctor. A sick man rides in his car to see the doctor.   The doctor cures him. Then the man boasts that his car healed him.  The car was profitable because through the car he came to the physician.  But it would be absurd to credit the car with healing him.  Faith is profitable because through faith we are joined to the great Physician, Christ Jesus.  But Christ is the only one who heals, not our faith.  (taken from Miles McKEe)  Faith brings us to the Physician but it is the Physician that heals us not faith.  Believing that God saves us because of our faith is to miss the truth that God saves because Christ has wrought all necessary to save us.  

The sky without one visible column makes us appreciate that God holds it up.  One column would spoil it.  So if we had one visible column then faith would be made void.
Carving the Turkey for a Large Family.  The children have their plates ready.  But the father does not carve it all at once.  You have to wait.  But in due time he fills each plate in the order he will: for a sick one first, for the starving child first, for the weaker next, perhaps the full child he makes wait till he is really hungry.  Sometimes, he does not serve one first because he has a choice piece which is best so he waits till he gets to that portion then serves you.  But if you had been impatient you should not have gotten the best meat reserved just for you.  God the Father has a portion designated for each of his children.  Patiently wait upon the Lord. “But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.” (Ro 8:25)
The Art Auction--A wealthy man and his son loved to collect rare works of art. They had everything in their collection, from Picasso to Raphael. They would often sit together and admire the great works of art. When the Vietnam conflict broke out, the son went to war. He was very courageous and died in battle while rescuing another soldier. The father was notified and grieved deeply for his only son. 
About a month later, just before Christmas, there was a knock at the door. A young man stood at the door with a large package. He said, “Sir, you don’t know me, but I am the soldier for whom your son gave his life. He saved many lives that day, and he was carrying me to safety when a bullet struck him in the heart and he died instantly. He often talked about you, and your love for art.” The young man held out this package. “I know this isn’t much. I’m not really a great artist, but I think your son would have wanted you to have this.” 

The father opened the package. It was a portrait of his son, painted by the young man. He stared in awe at the way the soldier had captured the personality of his son in the painting. The father was so drawn to the eyes that his own eyes welled up with tears. He thanked the young man and offered to pay him for the picture. “Oh, no sir, I could never repay what your son did for me. It’s a gift.”

 

The father hung the portrait over his mantle. Every time visitors came to his home he took them to see the portrait of his son before he showed them any of the other great works he had collected. 

When the man died there was to be a great auction of his paintings. Many influential people gathered, excited over seeing the great paintings and having an opportunity to purchase one for their collection. 

On the platform sat the painting of the son. The auctioneer pounded his gavel. “We will start the bidding with this picture of the son. Who will bid for this picture?” There was silence. Then a voice in the back of the room shouted, “We want to see the famous paintings. Skip this one.” 

But the auctioneer persisted. “Will somebody bid for this painting. Who will start the bidding? $100, $200?” Another voice said angrily. “We didn’t come to see this painting. We came to see the Van Gogh’s, the Rembrandt’s. Get on with the real bids!” 

But still the auctioneer continued. “The son! The son! Who’ll take the son?” 

Finally, a voice came from the very back of the room. It was the longtime gardener of the man and his son. “I’ll give $10 for the painting.” Being a poor man, it was all he could afford. “We have $10, who will bid $20?” 

The angry men shouted, “Give it to him for $10. Let’s see the masters.” 

“$10 is the bid, won’t someone bid $20?” 

The crowd grew angrier. They didn’t want the picture of the son. They wanted the more worthy investments for their collections. 

The auctioneer pounded the gavel. “Going once, twice, SOLD for $10!” 

A man sitting on the second row shouted, “Now let’s get on with the collection!” But the auctioneer laid down his gavel. “I’m sorry, the auction is over.” 

“What about the paintings?” “I am sorry. 

When I was called to conduct this auction, I was told of a secret stipulation in the will. I was not allowed to reveal that stipulation until this time. Only the painting of the son would be auctioned. Whoever bought that painting would inherit the entire estate, including the paintings. 

The man who takes the son gets everything!

Illustration: William Keller was 12 years old. His brother dropped him off at a friends house where William thought he was supposed to meet a friend and his mother.  Robert drove off too quickly and the parent and the friend were not at home.   So William did not know anyone, he was afraid to ask a stranger, but he knew the way home.  So he walked home—7 ½ miles.  He said, “Sometimes he walked, sometimes he ran” but he kept in the way he and never turned but headed home. Heb 12—When you know Christ the Way, you run in the path before you looking to him—you do not turn out of the way.

Promise to Emma if she can jump up and touch the ceiling—I know she can’t, I made the law to show her she cannot. 
John Keller’s hairs in the seat after the wreck—hairs of your head are numbered.
I have seen the puzzle put together—Christ’s people have been given spiritual eyes to see Christ is the end of the law for righteousness.
Shouting in a cave.  Looking to our hands, crying to men, to the pit, to the problem, to the earthy is like crying in a cave—when it echoes back it may make us smile but unless God speaks in the heart it is just the empty echoes of our own voice.
Dog, Man’s Best Friend—Why do we regard a faithful dog as man’s best friend.  Our dog depends on us, loves us regardless of us, and is always there for us.  When God makes a man a dog, he becomes a friend that is easy to love because he depends on us, loves us regardless of us, and he is always there for us.
Blaming Others to Justify Ourselves—Men often blame others for what they themselves refuse to do as if someone else is prohibiting them from worshipping God.  The spies in the land of Canaan came back saying, “We cannot go in.”  God sent Moses saying, “You cannot go in!” Then they said to Moses, “You can’t stop us from going in!” And they rose up and went even though God told them not to.  And by that God proved that they had no one else to blame but themselves for not obeying God and going in, in the first place.  Don’t blame others for your lack of commitment to the gospel, or for not praying, or for any other thing.  If the preacher commanded you not to do those things you would say, “You can’t stop me from doing those things.”  Then hear your own words, no one is stopping you now but you.
Pride--Spurgeon--I remember talking once to a lady who assured me again and again that she prayed daily for me that I might be kept humble. I told her that I should pray the same prayer for her; and when she said, “Oh, I am never tempted to be proud,” I replied, “Well, dear friend,-I am afraid you are very far gone in that direction already, or else you would not talk as you do.” We can easily perceive the danger in which others are; and if we do, we ought to pray for them; but let us not forget our own peril, for the greatest danger does not lie in the position we are called to occupy, but in our relying upon our own strength, and not upon our God.  “Considering thyself lest thou also be tempted.”         

Study to Be Quiet—Spurgeon--I have heard of a vessel that was in a storm once – not a very severe one – but a gentleman on board thought it was, and went about amongst the sailors and passengers finding fault with the captain’s management of the vessel, and saying that he was sure the ship would go to pieces, and that all an board would go to the bottom of the sea. He did so much mischief by his foolish talking that, at, last, the captain said to him, “We must rely upon every man doing his duty; will you go, and hold that rope over there?” He went at once, and there he stood, like a martyr, and held on to the rope until the storm had abated, and then he began congratulating himself upon the eminent part that he had played in saving the ship in that terrible storm. When he got too proud, the captain said to him, “I only gave you that bit of rope to hold just to keep you quiet; you holding it was of no use whatsoever.” Then the gentleman saw what a fool he had been; and when a man thinks he has done something towards his own salvation, if he could only know the truth of the matter, he would soon see what a fool he is.
Travail—Is42—Paul said, “I travail in birth”— Mother’s have you ever been able to make a man understand what travailing in child birth is like—never had a child, but I have had a kidney stone.  Being a pastor—is like travailing in child birth.  I preached for 7 years—that was easy.  I outlined a text, prepared a message that was touching my heart, I went and preached it then flew home. But when souls are depending on you to feed them—when you know the trials and temptations of your brethren, then you find out what travail is.  Paul said of all those sufferings he endured, “above all” he said, “the care of the churches.”  Every week I say, “I will work ahead this week, have it all done so that I can relax on Saturday.   All night Saturday night I am travailing—not because I do not have sometimes 20 or more pages of notes, not because I haven’t already looked up the words, and gotten prepared—but travail.”  You might say, “I don’t understand that.”  Us fellows have never entered into what our wives endured in child birth.  So I will not try to explain this travail further.  But I say all that to make this point--the same as it is difficult for us men to understand the fullness of a woman’s travail, the same as I never understood before when my pastor spoke of the travail of a pastor, you and I do not enter into the suffering of our Savior—“He shall see of the travail of his soul…”

“He shall see of the travail of his soul and be satisfied.”  Mother’s what is one word that would sum up what you felt when they put the newborn in your arms—“satisfied.”  Christ’s children are the travail of his soul.  When he see them it makes all his suffering worthwhile.  

Love on the First Day of School--raining, cold.  Melinda took Emma and Will to the school house.  Emma realized she did not have on enough clothes.  Melinda took off her sweatshirt and gave to Emma.  Melinda said, “I literally gave Emma the shirt off my back.”  And she did not think twice about doing it.  Why?  Love!

The Power of God in the Hurricane—Romans 1: 20  For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse.   But a man cannot know who God is—by nature—it was the purpose of God to clearly show that man by his own wisdom could not know God.  Here is what man did by his own wisdom: Romans 1: 21  Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22  Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 23  And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 24  Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 25  Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.  But this was in God’s purpose—it was God’s wisdom that man by his own wisdom could not know God though God’s eternal power and Godhead is clearly shown in the things that are made, so much that this does leave man without excuse.  But in the wisdom of God it pleased God to save through sending a preacher because that is the way in which it pleased God to reveal himself.  1 Corinthians 1: 21: For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.  Acts 8: 31: And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him.  Romans 10: 14  How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 15  And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!” Well, some folks will object to that.  Only those who claim to have been saved some other way: either by no preacher, through a false gospel, or those who will not support missionaries and so on.  But we who are called know this is so.  We know it is so by the Power and Wisdom of God.  What we once loved we now hate.  What we once hated we now love.  This not by any power in us but by the power of the gospel of God.
Yellow Jackets and the Lawn Mower—one summer the yellow jackets had built their nests in the ground in my yard.  When I would mow the sound of the mower and the vibration caused them to swarm around me, stinging me several times.  The gospel has that same effect on sinners.  

The offense of the cross—the majority in religion do not know the enmity of their hearts against the true and living God because they have never heard a god preached by false prophets with whom to take offense—the god preached by most is not offensive to natural man so man never even realizes he hates the true and living God.

Strictness of the law—My 5th grade teacher, Mrs. Waller, spanked me because I crawled through her classroom window.  I did it to unlock her door so we could surprise her with a birthday party.  Even when she knew I did it in an attempt to honor her, she still spanked me because I broke the rules.  Sinner’s may intend to honor God by attempting to come to God in the law.  But the strictness of the law says that though you were trying to honor God, you have still broken the law and are guilty.
Will’s Conscience—Will went missing one year at a Memorial Day parade.  Melinda and I searched.  Finally, I saw him walking up the sidewalk.  He tried to walk home to get his scooter.  But he became afraid and returned to me.  He had big tears rolling down his cheeks. I presumed Melinda had gotten to him before I did so I asked him had she.  He said, “No sir, I am crying because I went to get my scooter without asking anyone.”  How sad when our conscious is so tender, but as we grow older it becomes seared.  Do you think I spanked him?  No—he his conscious was wounded, his heart broken, he came to me contrite and I received him.
Under the Cedars- the heavy rain while mowing the yard, I stood under the cedars in our front yard and no rain fell on me while it poured all around.  Christ is our covering from the rain of justice.
494 Illustration: Soldiers in Transvaal, South Africa-1860’s—4-9-4; 6 further on. Soldiers returning--“Four-nine-four, boys, four-nine-four.”  Soldiers marching toward the front, “Six further on, boys, six further on.”  A hymnal had been issued:  Number 494 was the song, “God Be With You Until Meet Again”; six further on was song number 500 in the song book titled “Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine.” Sanctify God in your hearts—remember 4-9-4—God is With You—“I will never leave thee-nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.” (Heb 13: 5)  If any man ask you your hope, be ready to answer—“six-further-on”—Blessed Assurance, “My beloved is mine and I am his!”
Feeding the bulldog---Every child is already sin—bent to the nature of a biting and devouring dog.  Our actions and words when they sin, either feed the dog in our children or our actions and words give the dog nothing to feed upon.  We teach them as much by the manner of our temperament when we correct as we do in the actually correction itself.
DESIGNATED BATTER! Take the place of one. The crowd does not cheer for the one on the bench but for the one who took his place--Christ receives the glory! Until we are pleased for it to be so, we do not have true faith.
The Tenderloin is Near the Spine-- I am convinced God designed everything in the earth to glorify his Son.  My earthly father and his father before him was a butcher.  I can not hang a door to save my life, but I can process any animal that walks or flies.  Many of you like the Ribeye--the marble the fat therein--Christ is the Fatness in scripture.  But the spine is the cord of wisdom.  Christ is the Wisdom.  In every animal, the loin that is directly connected to the spine is the tender loin.  Christ is the Wisdom, and those near to him are lowly and meek and tender as the loin to the spine.  This is not by accident.  

[image: image1.emf]The easier something is the more we take for granted the spiritual privilege.       It is so easy to flip a switch and have light we seldom think of Christ the Light.  Imagine  if we had to light a candle and carry it throughout our house to have light.    


Approved-- In the ancient world there was no banking system as we know it today, and no paper money. All money was made from metal, heated until liquid, poured into moulds and allowed to cool. When the coins were cooled, it was necessary to smooth off the uneven edges. The coins were comparatively soft and of course many people shaved them closely. In one century, more than eighty laws were passed in Athens, to stop the practice of shaving down the coins then in circulation. But some money changers were men of integrity, who would accept no counterfeit money. They were men of honour who put only genuine full weighted money into circulation. Such men were called "dokimos" or "approved". (Donald Barnhouse) 
Hunger For the Gospel-- Are You Hungry? During the days of the Great Depression in this country, there was such a famine of bread that families had to go to soup kitchens and bread trucks and wait in long lines just to get enough food for one meal.  They did not have a concern for what the kitchen looked like, or the bread truck, or those who served.  Never would they think of not going because the time did not suit them just right.  It was not a concern how far they might have to travel to the soup kitchen or that they were required to go back each time just for enough for that one meal.  No.  None of these things mattered because they were hungry.  The only thing that mattered was getting the bread.  So it is when God gives a hunger and a thirst for Christ the Bread.
My Bitterness-the men from the other church--Once when I had a great descision to make I found myself very bitter and discouraged.  A friend called from another congregation confiding in me about a concern he had with his pastor's apparent discouragement and bitterness toward the congregation.  My friend knew nothing of my situation.  But as he spoke to me of his situation, the Lord spoke to me about why I was in my bitterness.  Amazing how this body really is connected in such a way that God uses one member to supply what the other member needs.  So I was able to help my friend by explaining my own bitterness and why I was having it.  The scripture that the Lord used to teach me was Heb 12--looking diligently, lest you fail of the grace of God and a bitter root springing up trouble you and thereby many be defiled.
CHRIST THE HEAD: Your head makes your fingers wiggle! Christ is the Head and we the members.  The believer is under Christ, like the members of your body are under the power of your head.   

Pick Me! Pick Me! Pick Me!--Boys playing backyard football.  Team captains.  One team you really wanted to be on.  But you knew that Captain was not picking everybody only who he chose.  You would beg him, "Pick me" Because you wanted to be on that team and not on the other.  God choses whom he will.  We cannot make ourselves the elect of God by our begging.  But those he chooses shall be brought to him begging for mercy.  Flee to Christ with the same enthusiasim as you did in the backyard football game?
Offending Sinners In Order To Save Them--I was down on the river with a friend of mine who was rewiring a camp house.  He was an electrician.  He was about to cut a wire and I made the comment how it always frightens me to see someone cut an electric wire.  He said to me, "You see that 2 x 4 over there.  If I get a stunned look on my face take that 2 x 4 and hit me like you were trying to knock a homerun."  He knew it would be better to suffer the offense of that 2 x 4 if it meant it would force his hand to let go of the electric wire which meant death.  So it is with offending sinners to save them.
The Argument Against Election--Will came to me when he was 5 and said, "Daddy, I don't want to go into Emma's room, but I don't want her telling me I can't go in."  The unbeliever does not want to enter into Christ but unregenerate man hears election in error, as election is telling him he can't go in and as badly as he does not want to enter Christ, he does not want to be told he can not go in.
THE FOOLISHNESS of WORRYING ABOUT TOMORROW When Emma was 7 she said, "Dad, when I grow up I want two girls instead of a boy and a girl.  Boy's are too hard to shop for."  Then Will, who was 5 at the time, said, "But Emma what if you have a boy and a girl?"  The whole way to school they discussed and argued over how she would handle it if she had a boy and a girl.  That sounds foolish for a 7 year old and a 5 year old to be concerned about something so far in the future.  No more foolish than for you and I to be anxiously worried about tomorrow.
Faithfulness honored: written by Don Fortner:

Grace Baptist Church — Taylor, Arkansas

Exemplary, Steadfast Faithfulness


Grace Baptist Church in Taylor, AR is a small, rural congregation, known to only a few people outside their own community; but that congregation is one that has demonstrated exemplary, steadfast faithfulness in the cause of Christ. I hold them before our readers, urging all who find themselves in similar circumstances to follow their example.


The Lord called their pastor, Bro. James Watson, home to Glory in 2003. Bro. Watson was a faithful pastor and one of my cherished friends. After his death, the assembly had no one gifted to teach and/or preach. But they continued to meet every Sunday morning. They had preachers in as often as they could, about every other month. I went to preach to them as often as I could, without neglecting other responsibilities. 

When they could not get a preacher in for their service, after reading the Scriptures, prayer, and singing God’s praise, they watched a video of one of our services here. They continued to meet, Sunday after Sunday, to worship together as a body of believers, usually very few; but those few sheep were hungry both for the Word of God and for the fellowship of their brethren. Several of them drove more than an hour each way; but I never heard one mention the distance, the cost, or the time.


Not a few suggested that they should all move to a place where the Lord has established a gospel church. Some seriously considered doing so. But the thing they all wanted and earnestly prayed the Lord would grant them was a pastor. A few months ago, Bro. Darvin Pruitt went down to preach for them. The Lord immediately knitted their hearts to him and his to them. Last week Darvin and Cathy moved to Taylor.


Let me tell you what I expect. — I fully expect our God to greatly bless his own work in that place and from that place around the world. He has sworn, “Them that honour me I will honour” (1 Samuel 2:30).


Many who read these lines live in a place where the Lord has not yet been pleased to establish a gospel ministry. There are some who live near you who love the gospel; but you make no effort to establish a gospel church where you are. I urge you, wherever two or three can be found who believe the gospel, gather regularly in the name of Christ to worship him and hear his Word. Who knows what the Lord may be pleased to do? 

This I do know. —The one thing the Lord requires of you and me is faithfulness (1 Corinthians 4:2); and our great and gracious God always honors that faithfulness that honors him.
A Teachable Spirit is of great Value--Lady who sat under a quack doctor for year and years. He told her lies, prescribed medicine she didn't need, used her strictly for his personal, monetary gain. She went to another doctor who diagnosed her problem immediately. But because she had heard that quack doctor for so long all she insisted on doing was questioning everything her new doctor said.  She'd tell her husband how she thought this new doctor was wrong.  And he'd say, "honey, your still trusting what that old quack doctor told you."  It was not until she got so sick that she could not resist any longer--couldn't run her mouth, couldn’t stiffen up her neck, then she consented to her new doctor. After all those years, she finally was cured.

\
A NEW CREATURE--This has something to do with the communion Adam had in the garden.  The sinner is recreated after the image of God as was Adam in the first place.  We have peace with God.  We have communion with God.  The world is as peaceful in the new nature as that newly created paradise was.  Yet, it is better because we can not fall.  And seeing how the moral law of God showed us the depth of our one transgression in the garden in Adam, seeing how the ceremonial law was given to show us the gospel of our salvation by Christ's obedience and perfect sacrifice, and knowing that we can never again fall because our redemption is eternal in Christ, we see the whole law come down to--love the Lord God (do not depart from me again) and love Eve (love your bride and mine, your brethren who I have created to help you)--and knowing that this one law has been fulfilled perfectly for us by Christ, his love--for God and for his brethren--constrains us to love one another the same way.  We are under not under the law of Sinai—Gentiles never were as the Jews were--we are under law to Christ--now we have been made to see the wisdom, the righteousness, the holiness and the price he is willing to pay to keep us in him so that nothing can pluck us out of his hand--therefore by his spirit in us we literally can not go away.  
CHRIST IN THE GENEOLOGIES--When God puts his law into the heart, among the vast blessing it includes, is God making Christ Wisdom unto us.  From then on the believer reads God's written word no longer attempting to make the scriptures line up with what his creeds, church history or favorite commentators.  He may value those, but true spiritual discernment begins and ends in Christ our Wisdom.  In other words the believer goes to every scripture with one motive, to see the glory of Christ his Redeemer. 

For example, do the genealogies teach us about our Lord?  Have you ever noticed that the genealogies stretch all the way through the Old Testament but after the birth of Christ the New Testament include none?  If we begin seeking Christ our Wisdom in this we find that in the middle of the genealogies the Lord God promised Abraham a Seed.  The genealogies stretch from Abraham giving us the line of the descendents of Abraham but once we reach Christ THE SEED, the genealogies end.  But what about all those genealogies before God promised Christ to Abraham.  Those genealogies teach us that Christ the Seed is the one by whom the generations of man began. Remember, God's Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.  
If God has put his law into your heart then search the scriptures, not thinking that in them you have life, but seeking Christ the Life by whom and for whom the scriptures were written. 
THE GEIKO'S IN MEXICO--They made a big noise but I wasn't the least bit intimidated by them.  The biggest of them all less than 2 inches long.  How do you think God responds to the rumblings of geiko-sized lizards like you and me.
TRUE PRAYER IS THANKING GOD AND ASKING IN TRUE HUMILITY

If you will forgive me, I'd like to use an instance between my son and I, as an illustration.  When Will was 4, we had our first big snow as residents in New Jersey.  Emma and Will and the neighbor's were playing in the front yard in the snow.  Will wanted to make a sleigh.  He has asked me once and I told to let me think about what we could make a sleigh from.  The next time he opened the door to the house he yelled to the top of his lungs in anger, "Daddy!"  Did I answer him?  Did I run to his aid?  No.  I simply replied, "If you want to come to me, you must come respecting me as your father and taking your place as my son."     
All glory to God in salvation—when the battle is won--
Augustus Toplady Illustration--At the famous battle of Azincourt, in France, where, if I mistake not, 80,000 French were totally defeated by about 9,000 English, under the command of our immortal King Henry V., after the great business of the day was over, and God had given that renowned prince the victory, he ordered the foregoing Psalm (that is, the 114th), and part of this Psalm from whence I have read you the passage now under consideration, to be sung in the field of battle: by way of acknowledging, that all success, and all blessings, of what kind soever, come down from the Father of lights. Some of our historians acquaint us, that, when the triumphant English came to those words which I have taken for my text, the whole victorious army fell down upon their knees, as one man, in the field of conquest; and shouted, with one heart, and with one voice, "Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but to Thy Name, give the glory, for Thy mercy and for Thy truth's sake."

And thus it will be when God has accomplished the number of His elect, and completely gathered in the fulness of His redeemed kingdom. What, do you think, your song will be, when you come to heaven? "Blessed be God, that He gave me free-will; and blessed be my own dear self, that made a good use of it"? O no, no. Such a song as that was never heard in heaven yet, nor ever will, while God is God, and heaven is heaven. Look into the Book of Revelation, and there you will find the employ of the blessed, and the strains which they sing. They cast their crowns before the throne, saying:

Thou art worthy, for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God, by Thy Blood, out of every kindred and tongue and people and nation (Revelation 9:10). 

Snellshell Cave and the STRAIGHT GATE-- One day we went into the back room of this cave.  The pass to get there was so small that we could take nothing with us through the pass. Coming to God in Christ is to come in Christ the straight gate—the pass is too narrow for anything else but you.
ILLUSTRATION: THE KOUMODO DRAGON--I was performing a Wood Destroying Insect Report at an apartment complex for sale to insure it did not have termites.  The apartment manager took me door-to-door as I inspected the interior of each apartment.  At one particular apartment the tenant was not home as I performed my work.  When I inspect I prefer not to turn on the light in a room because termites show up better in the beam of a flashlight.  I walked into a pitch dark bedroom.  The room was quite.  Clothes were strewn along the floor.  This inspection was like the hundreds of others I had performed.  Calmly, I moved along, scanning the shoe molding, the wall, the ceiling. I only concentrated in front of me because the darkness was so thick I couldn’t see anything else in the room. Not understanding why I don’t turn on the light in a room, the manager did what most people do and turned it on to help me see.  When the light came on something moved within inches of my leg.  With his head tilted to the side and these giant eyes a 3 foot long Koumodo Dragon (a big ugly lizard) was running his slithery tongue in and out, in and out.  I jumped clear to the door and didn’t stop till I was halfway down the hall.  Moments before it was just another day, just another inspection, I walked along in the dark with not a care in the world.  What happened?  Someone turned on the light and I saw what was there all along. When God turns on the light, the sinner sees what’s been there all along.  Putrifying, vile, corruption is all he is and all he does and thinks.  He cries out, “Get thee hence.:
THE LAW WAS TO STOP MAN FROM BOASTING IN HIS OWN INHERENT HOLINESS AND DRIVE HIM TO CHRIST

Luther-idea for sermon OR illustration--The awful spectacle at Mount Sinai portrayed the proper use of the Law. When the children of Israel came out of Egypt a feeling of singular holiness possessed them. They boasted: "We are the people of God. All that the Lord hath spoken we will do." (#Ex 19:8) This feeling of holiness was heightened when Moses ordered them to wash their clothes, to refrain from their wives, and to prepare themselves all around. The third day came and Moses led the people out of their tents to the foot of the mountain into the presence of the Lord. What happened? When the children of Israel saw the whole mountain burning and smoking, the black clouds rent by fierce lightning flashing up and down in the inky darkness, when they heard the sound of the trumpet blowing louder and longer, shattered by the roll of thunder, they were so frightened that they begged Moses: "Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die." (#Ex 20:19.) I ask you, what good did their scrubbing, their snow-white clothes, and their continence do them? No good at all. Not a single one could stand in the presence of the glorious Lord. Stricken by the terror of God, they fled back into their tents, as if the devil were after them. 

The sting of death is sin.

Henry Mahan: Little boy ran in house, been stung by a bee.  Momma pulled stinger out of his hand, doctored the sting, told boy go back out and play.  Boy said, “I’m scared, that bee is still out there.”  Momma held up that stinger and said, “He’s still out there but he can’t hurt you because he doesn’t have anything to sting you with anymore.”  Christ put away sin and gave us eternal life.  Thus the devil is still out there but he does not have anything to sting you with anymore.

The wages of sin is death.

A little boy had been asking his father for a new skateboard.  So his father made a list of jobs for him to do around the house everyday when he got home from school.  His father told him that every two weeks, the little boy would be paid with a check, just like his father was paid at his job.  So the little boy worked hard.  Every two weeks his daddy paid him with a check.  The little boy cashed his check, saved every penny.  One Friday, he was sitting in the classroom.  His teacher had been teaching her class the days of the week.  All that little boy had on his mind was getting home to meet his daddy so he could get that last check to buy the skateboard he had worked so hard for.  The teacher asked, “Can anyone tell me what day today is?”  With excitement that little boy raised his hand and said, “Yes ma’am, its payday!”
For the man who refuses to believe on Christ and dies in his sin, death is payday.  Like that little boy, he’s earned his wages, but instead of looking forward to payday, he lives in constant fear of that day.    
Illustration of What Faith Is:  God’s gift to Adam before Adam was born.
· God created a habitation

· God created a body

· God breathed life into that body

· God taught him

Adam contributed nothing.  He awoke with God revealing to him that as a free gift everything was his.  Adam used the body given him.  Adam breathed in and out.  Adam enjoyed a perfect life.  Adam partook of the enjoyments provided in the habitation given him.  Adam continued to be taught of God.  But Adam never questioned God.  He never refused the gift God gave him.  Adam did what faith does, he received everything that God prepared and freely gave him.  The difference in this illustration and that gift that God gives His sons and daughters in Christ is that Christ secured His gift eternally—believers can never be separated from God again.
ILLUSTRATION:  GOD'S ENEMIES DON'T LAST LONG:

Jude compares the enemies of God to raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame.

· Do you know where a wave does the most raging and the most foaming?

· It is not in the depths of the sea but at the shoreline, upon the rock.

· At that point the wave has reached the end of its course, it's foaming is the last it has to offer, before it disappears back into the undertoe.

Jude also compares the enemies of God's people to wandering stars--shooting stars--as we would call them.

· It twinkles.

· For a moment it shines bright

· But it streaks across the sky, fading as it goes, until all its light is gone and it is reserved in the blackness of the dark forever.
YOUR ENEMIES MAY RAGE AND FOAM OUT THEIR SHAME, THEY MAY TWINKLE AND SHINE FOR A MOMENT, BUT THEIR END HAS ALREADY COME--JUDE CALLS THEM--TWICE DEAD.--Unknown. (May I wrote this, I'm not sure)
ILLUSTRATION: ONE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT IS SELF-DENIAL 

GOD'S LOVE FOR US WILL CONSTRAIN A MAN TO DENY HIMSELF FOR THE GOOD OF OTHERS.

Old man in Walkers Creek Arkansas--snow white hair--named Otto McGoogan.
 Quiet man but every word out of his mouth was concerning Christ.
 He strove for unity in the church.
 If work to be done he was always there.
 I was a young boy I tried to help him dig a waterline to the church--He did it mostly by himself--SWEAT.
 I didn't appreciate that old man till years later
 When in that very place God revealed the gospel to me.
 Grace of God will cause a man to deny self for the good of God's little ones.--Clay
ILLUSTRATION: MAN WANTS TO BE GOD: 
God did not set kings over men.  Men made themselves kings over men.  Among the heathen nations men made themselves kings.  This was nothing less than a depraved man attempting to be god among his peers.    

Israel did not have a king to reign over their nation because God was their King.  Yet being envious of the heathen nations and caring nothing for the King of glory they desired a man to be their king.  This should show us the desire of the natural heart.  By nature we prefer man before God.--Clay      

TURNING OUR BACKS ON GOD GLORIFIES HIM LIKE A MAN ROWING WITH HIS BACK TOWARD THE PLACE HE IS HEADED.Monsieur Du Moulin--In his admirable book, entitled Anatome Arminianismi. His observation is, that the wicked, no less than the elect, accomplish the wise and holy and just decrees of God: but, says he, with this difference; God's own people, after they are converted, endeavor to His will from a principle of love: whereas they who are left to the perverseness of their own hearts (which is all the reprobation we contend for), who care not for God, nor is God in all their thoughts; these persons resemble men rowing in a boat, who make toward the very place on which they turn their backs. They turn their backs on the decree of God; and yet make to that very point, without knowing it.
ILLUSTRATION: GOD PROTECTS HIS PEOPLE 
Ezra 5: 5: But the eye of their God was upon the elders of the Jews, that they could no cause them to cease, till the matter came to Darius: and then they returned answer by letter concerning this matter.
· Opposition came up against the elders of the Jews.

· But the opposition could not quell the elders of the Jews from building till the matter came to the King.

· This prevention of the elders of the Jews was because THE EYE OF THEIR GOD WAS UPON THE ELDERS OF THE JEWS.

GOD SOVEREIGNLY REIGNS SO THAT THE ONLY WRATH HE PERMITS IS THE WRATH THAT GLORIFIES HIM. IF IT HONORS HIM GOD RESTRAINS THE WRATH OF MEN TOWARD BELIEVERS SO THAT 'THEY [CAN] NOT CAUSE THEM TO CEASE'.--Clay 
Illustration: THE LORD JESUS CHRIST IS THE SURETY OF ALL GOD'S ELECT  
Judah, the surety for the son that Israel his father loved.

There was a famine across all the land--type of sin which left us unable to help ourselves.  Israel had a son he loved named Benjamin--type of God's elect.
In order for Israel's house to remain, Benjamin must be carried out of the land of famine into the land of plenty--type of God's righteousness being sustained while he delivered his elect out of this sinful world into his heavenly Jerusalem.  In order to honor his father and deliver his brethren, Judah entered into a covenant with his father Israel: Gen. 43: 8  And Judah said unto Israel his father, Send the lad with me, and we will arise and go; that we may live, and not die, both we, and thou, and also our little ones. 9 I will be surety for him; of my hand shalt thou require him: if I bring him not unto thee, and set him before thee, then let me bear the blame for ever:
Note:  So that God's holy name would be forever righteous; so that mercy would be shown while justice remained; so that all God's choice sons would be spared from the famine of sin. The Lord Jesus Christ, in the everlasting covenant of grace, made this promise to the Father concerning each individual child given him from eternity, 'Send the lad with me; I will be surety for him; of my hand shalt thou require him; if I bring him not unto thee, and set him before thee, then let me bear the blame for ever.'--Clay.
Illustration: CHRIST IS THE RIGHTEOUS BRANCH THAT EXECUTED JUDGEMENT AND JUSTICE IN THE EARTH

(Turn to John 12: 27)  

As you turn remember what the Lord said in Jeremiah's day:  Jer 23:5  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.  

Now read John 12: 27-33  Look here at John 12: 31:  'Now is the judgment of this world….'  Here we find that righteous Branch raised; that King reigning and prospering and executing judgment and justice in the earth. Where did judgment take place?  Judgment took place on the cross.  Where was the sin of God's people put away? The sin of God's people was purged on the cross.  Where did God's justice and mercy kiss in perfect harmony? It was all finished on the cross. 
Note:  Every sin of God's elect that was committed in secret, even the secret chambers of the heart, was paid for UP THERE, FOR ALL TO SEE ON THE CROSS OF CALVARY.   The ARK WAS LIFTED, THE BRAZEN SERPENT WAS LIFTED UP, OUR SAVIOR WAS LIFTED UP.  And he was lifted up IN SUCH A PUBLIC MANNER that none will have excuse in his day for having not trusted Him alone for salvation.--Clay.
Illustration: CHRIST IS ONE WITH HIS PEOPLE IN ALL REGARDS.

We quoted Ezekiel: THE soul that sinneth, IT shall surely die.  
· That passage is literally saying THE VERY SOUL THAT DOES THE SINNING, IS THE VERY SOUL that must do the dying.
· This gives us some revelation of just how ONE Christ and his people are.

· Because God says, 'THE soul that sinneth, IT shall die', then I know, that Christ was literally made to be what I am, THE soul that sinneth.  
Note: SUBSTITUTION REVEALED IN JONAH TAKING THE PLACE OF THOSE IN THE SHIP  
In this passage of scripture in Jonah we have the very heart of the gospel--substitution.  Unlike Jonah, Christ suffered the just for (in the place of) the unjust.

· Is 53:4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: 5: He was wounded for our transgressions; He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement of our peace was upon him; The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.
· Ga 3:13  Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:--Clay.
Illustration: REGENERATION ACCOMPANIED WITH FAITH AND REPENTANCE.

The mariners asked, "What must we do, that the sea may be calm unto us."  

The prison guard who guarded Paul and Silas asked the same question.

· Scripture says when he…awaked out of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, Isn't that what happens to a sinner when God works a work of grace in his heart? God awakes him out of his sleep and the sinner sees the prison door open…
· Opened by Christ 

· The veil rent

· The way into the holiest of holies.
· The prison gaurd asked Paul, what must I do to be saved? 31  And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.
ILLUSTRATION: GOD'S REGARDS BELIEVER'S WORKS AS PERFECT BECAUSE WE ARE HIS WORKMANSHIP:

Jonah 3: 10 says, 'God saw THEIR works…'
I love a good dog.  I like a faithful and obedient dog.

Let's say there is a group of stray dogs.  They are not faithful to me or anybody else. They bite.  They are disobedient.  They are worthy only to be put to death.  

I say to you that I am going to destroy the whole pack in forty days.  But before that time is up one of those mutts' turns from being what she is.  She becomes faithful to me.  I rejoice in a good dog.  I like a faithful and obedient dog.  So I spare that dog.

But there was something you did not see me do.  The thing that you did not see was that before I made the declaration to destroy that pack of dogs I set my affection on that dog and determined to have mercy on that dog.  So for a long time, I acted with much patience toward that dog. I taught that dog.  I disciplined that dog.  I trained that dog.  For sake of illustration we will say, I even gave that dog a new nature.

Then I called you and I said, 'Come look at my dog.  Look at my faithful dog.  My dog is so tame.  She is so obedient. I spared that dog because I saw all her works.  Her works please me so.'

Now any body with any sense at all knows that my dog does what she does because I taught her.  The works she does are really an extension of my workmanship.  I am her master.  But when I show my dog I say, 'Look at what a fine dog SHE is.'

That is exactly what the Lord tells Jonah in chapter 4: 10-11. The Lord made a gourd come up over Jonah's head.  Then the Lord destroyed it.  And the Lord says of the gourd, Jonah you are angry for that which you have not labored nor made to grow.  And should I not spare Nineveh?  The argument is 'And should I not spare Nineveh…for which I have labored and made to grow?'

My work of faith and repentance are totally due to GOD'S work.  Yet the finished work of God the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ is MY work.  It is my work because I am the work of His hand.  Believer's are His workmanship created in Christ Jesus.    David prayed (Ps. 4:1), Hear me when I call, O God of my righteousness.  God speaking through Paul says (Rom 8: 10), If Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.  Christ and the believer are one.  His life is my life because His righteousness is my righteousness.
So we see that it was God's preceding grace, mercy, longsuffering and great kindness toward Nineveh which caused Nineveh to believe God and turn from their wickedness.  So then it was God's workmanship that made God spare Nineveh.
ILLUSTRATION: LONGSUFFERING OF GOD:
It had taken Nineveh years to grow to the size it was.  They had been wicked before God for a long, long time.  Yet think of the years that God suffered them:

· God chose Jonah.
· God revealed the gospel to Jonah.
· God made Jonah a prophet.
· God sent Jonah to Nineveh.
· God recovered Jonah out of his rebellion.
· God raised Jonah and commanded Jonah to Nineveh.
· God brought Jonah safely into Nineveh's gates where Jonah preached the gospel to Nineveh.
ALL THAT LONG TIME, NINEVEH WAS LIVING IN WICKEDNESS BEFORE GOD YET GOD DID NOT DESTROY NINEVEH BECAUSE HIS LONGSUFFERING BROUGHT HIS SALVATION NEAR AND LEAD THEM TO REPENTANCE.  
The Lord Continues to Teach:

ILLUSTRATION: When the Lord came to His apostles they were sinners, vain in their imagination, without God, tax collectors, fishermen, men of the world. The first thing the Lord said to them in power was, Follow me.  This was a good illustration of faith and repentance.  They turned from their vain works, from their idols and they followed Christ.

Yet the Lord continued to feed His apostles with stronger meat.  He did not stop with Follow me, but before long, He taught them why they followed the Lord.  Later He revealed to them, YE HAVE NOT CHOSEN ME, I HAVE CHOSE YOU.  As He grew them He revealed to them, Joh 6:44  No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day. He taught them that He is God and the deep things that go with seeing Him in all His glory.  The things that He revealed to them later were things they could not have understood at first.  The baby must be grown before it can handle strong meat.  So even before the Lord departed He said to His apostles, John 16: 12  I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.  13  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself;…14  He shall glorify me:
ILLUSTRATION;  OUTWARD REFORM DOES NOT REMEDY THE SOURCE OF SIN

THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER AT THE GULF AND AT THE SOURCE.
Carnal religion tries to change the man outwardly.  The Spirit of Christ changes a man’s heart.

Carnal religion—touch not, taste not, handle not—is like trying to change the course of the Mississippi River down at the gulf of Mexico.  It can’t be done.

But up in (look up origin of Mississippi River) a man can stand straddle of the Mississippi River.  It is but a small trickle of water coming up out of the ground.  That is the source.  With one hand a man can move that tiny flow of water any direction he wants it to go.

That is what the Spirit of God does.  He does not go to the outward, where the river of sin is wide and flowing unstoppable, he goes to the source and there he gives a man a new heart.  From it flows the water of life and so the man is changed radically from what he was before.

ILLUSTRATION:  Cupits Gap  (A little leaven leavens the whole lump)

In South Louisiana right next to the gulf of Mexico, there was a family named the Cupits.  In their day a family survived off what they raised in gardens and caught by fishing and harvested by hunting.  The father of this family would take his boat miles and miles upstream to a small channel that wound around back toward his home on the opposite side of the levee of the Mississippi River.  It would take him two days going and two days returning.  

So his wife and daughters began using shovels to dig a trench beside their home just wide enough for a pirouge (like a dug out canoe) to get back into the area where he found all this wild game and fish they needed to survive.  This trench made it so he could go to this area and return in one day.  

Well, what started out as a small trench, a small trickle of water just enough to carry a tiny little boat and one man, grew to what today is known as Cupits Gap—about a 1000 yards wide—and that little trickle of water through that narrow little trench eventually flooded over 48, 000 acres of land just off the gulf of Mexico and the Mississippi river.  

Also, in an individual, a little mixture of works with grace may not seem all that big a deal but in time it turns into a flood of unrighteousness.

ILLUSTRATION: Feed the church of God which he hath purchased with his own blood

Remember the first time you left your young child at the baby sitter.  Remember what great responsibility you pressed upon the person keeping your child.  How important it was to you that they take care of your most precious possession.  So it is with the church of God that he has given men to take care of in the pastoral office.  He purchased the church with his own blood, what a responsibility to feed his church.

ILLUSTRATION: AWAKE O ZION, AWAKE O ZION

Sometimes I may call out someones name in the congregation.  Some times folks get embarrassed.  But our Lord called his people continually out of slumber. Awake, awake he would say in Isiaha.  I think of the Price Is Right, folks here there name called, not embarrassed they run down, because they’re getting something for free.  Well I call to wake you tell about this free grace, free life---the price is rigte—its free.  

ILLUSTRATION; IS CHRIST PREEMINENT TO US IN WORSHIP?

If the bank in your town announced that three times a week from this week on at some point they will be giving away a million dollars to whosoever they decided to give it to, every body in town would show up every time—hoping each time it would be the day that they would be given the free gift.  Well, three times a week we meet here to hear about God who freely gives eternal life in His Son to whomsoever He will.  Yet we seem as if we could take it or leave it.  If you have a place in your town where God had placed his messenger and assembled his church he has bestowed upon you a rare and precious privilege that a lot of towns don’t have.  Oh that God would make the worship of him preeminent in our affections!--Clay
ON MAN MAKING CHRIST’S WORK EFFECTUAL

What if you perfectly obeyed God.  Before his law you were righteous through and through.  You did that which always pleased the Father.  What if there was no record that you had ever sinned.  What if you believed God perfectly.  And yet having fulfilled all righteousness with every due right to inherit glory with God…yet now God tells you it is up to him.  You would cry out, “Unfair!”  

Indeed it would be unfair, unjust, holiness says you have every right to eternal communion with God.    It is the same unjust declaration for man to say to God it is up to man to chose or reject what Christ has done.  What he did made those he represented perfect eternally before the holiness of God.  To say that he only way that will be effectual is for man to make it effectual is to say that Chris’s work was vain.  "that is unfair."    
SEEKING THIS WORLDS GAIN:

There was a rich, entrepreneur who vacationed in Mexico and came upon a fisherman.   Seeing the morning catch the entrepreneur asked the fisherman how long it took to catch the fish.  The fisherman answered that he had only been fishing a short time and was now headed home.  

“But why do you not fish longer?”  The entrepreneur asked.

“Because this is all my family needs.”  The fisherman answered.

“But what will you do with the rest of your day?” 

“Oh, I’ll spend time with my family and my children, maybe take a siesta, or visit a few old friends.”  The fisherman answered.  

Immediately, the entrepreneur began to explain to the fisherman what an opportunity he had before him.  “You see,” the entrepreneur began, “if you fish all day then you could sell the extra fish for profit.  Eventually you will have enough to buy a boat and then you could double or triple your productivity until finally you could purchase an entire fleet of boats.  Then you could sell stock in your company and when your much older and you’ve reached your goals of success you could sell the entire operation for millions and millions of dollars.”

“Millions!” the fisherman marveled. “Then what would I do?”

The entrepreneur replied, “Then you could retire.  You could go fishing in the mornings.  Spend the afternoons with your family.  Maybe take a siesta. Maybe even visit a few old friends.”   

GOD PROVIDED ALL THE RICHES INCLUDED IN HIS FREE AND SOVREIGN GRACE BEFORE EVER A BELIEVER WAS GIVEN FAITH IN CHRIST.  A PICTURE OF THIS CAN BE SEEN IN CREATION:

In creation before God made Adam he abundantly made every provision that Adam needed.  Thus God made Adam rich before he was born.  (God hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in Christ before the foundation of the world.)

Then God made Adam’s form—his body. (what does this picture? All the elements were in place the only thing lacking was the spirit—life—like us when we are born, everything required to worship God is there—heart, mind, the body—everything but spiirual life.)

Then God breathed into Adam the breath of life, and Adam became a living soul. (God gives spiritual life to his children through his Spirit in us—we are revived—Christ gives his people what they lost, reconciled to a communion with God, but more than this, because he is the Son of God the righteousness that imputes to us is eternal—thus the life he gives the second time is eternal.)

Adam saw for the first time the riches that God abundantly and freely bestowed upon him. (This is a picture of what God-given faith does.  It sees all that God has abundantly and freely given to him in Christ Jesus.) 

Read Matthew Henry.….. on Gen. 1: 26

 MAN’S WORKS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS ARE WORTHLESS BEFORE OUR HOLY GOD

To expect even the slightest favor before God based on my works of righteousness, (the sincerest, moral works I can perform), is as worthless as if I took a box of crayons and a piece of paper, drew a green rectangle, writing $100 in each corner, rendering my best likeness of (president on a hundred), then taking it down to the bank and asking the teller to give me back 5 twenties.  It is counterfeit.  It is paper money.  It is absolutely worthless.  They would handcuff me and take me to the slammer.  That is man’s very best righteousness before God, counterfeit.  

The fact is, God is not interested in the works that men call righteousness, nor does he even acknowledge man’s vain attempts.  God’s delight is the Son of God and his righteousness.  It is not only that it is impossible for man to do anything righteous, but it is God’s eternal WILL AND PURPOSE to declare to all that HE ALONE WILL HAVE THE PREEMINENCE IN ALL THINGS.  He is God and there is none else.  He is Righteous and there is none else.  Salvation is of the Lord and there is no other way whereby men may be saved.  Make no mistake, every knee will bow and confess Him to be so.  Either in this life, when by the grace of God imputing the righteousness of Christ to you in saving faith you willfully own him your ALL YOUR SALVATION, or in the great day of judgment.      

ON APPEARANCE OUTWARDLY DIFFERING FROM THE INWARD TRUTH: 

(My Blue Suit Coat)—Outwardly this coat looks nice.  Good stitching.  Nice material.  Well made and tailored to fit.  All the buttons are in place.  But if I take it off and show you right here where the sleeves meet the body—here on each side are two humps that are so uncomfortable that I can hardly let my arms down to my side—but if I had never revealed it to you, you would have never known it.  Even so we can appear fine outwardly but inwardly be discontent and murmuring against each other and God but God know the heart.  He knows the heart.

ON THE SELFISH MOTIVE BEHIND OUR GOOD WORKS

We do not fulfill God’s law; we only break it.  We have a few favorites we try to obey. Yet the motive behind our attempted obedience is sin.  Example:  A serial killer creeps into his victims home and murders her.  He slips out, gets in his car and at the first intersection he stops at a stop sign.  Why did he obey one law when he just broke another?  The reason is because running the stop sign could cause harm to HIS person.  He obeyed that law only because it served his best interest.  He is still guilty.  Likewise, our love for self causes us to attempt to obey laws that serve our best interest while before God that one most secret motive--self--condemns us.      

GOOD AND EVIL WORKS MENTIONED IN JUDGEMENT

The unregenerate religious man thinks that in the day that God weighs him in the balance that on one side of the balance will be his good works and on the other side of the balance will be his evil works and hopefully the good will outweigh the bad.  However, in that day when the self-made religionists stands before the Holy Judge both his good and evil works will be on one side of the scale and the HOLY RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IN CHRIST on the other and that man who hopes for justification by anything he has done will be found lacking.  (Look up the verse “You been weighed in the balances and will come up lacking.”) 
1. Calvary judgment for all in Christ

a. Judgment is settled—

b. Robed in perfect righteousness of Christ.

2. All others will be judged according to their works—to their offering.

a. Every thought, word and deed before the Holy God

3. Whether good or evil—

a. This doesn’t mean some deeds are good and some are evil, it means even the best deeds (good deeds) will be judged and they too will fall far short of the righteousness God demands, so even your good deeds will be judged right along with your evil deeds and the final judgment will be total unrighteousness.
On disobeying God: Proverbs 29:1: He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy.
On ‘doing’:  It is interesting to note that the first two times the root word ‘do’ is used in the bible, God is the one who is ‘doing’.  These two ‘doings’ came to pass—the flood & the rainbow for a token of a covenant.  

· First use of the word—Gen. 6: 17: And behold, I [God], even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and everything that is in the earth shall die.
· Second use of the word—Gen. 9: 13: I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth.
The third time the root word ‘do’ is used man is ‘doing’.  The thing that they were ‘doing’ displeased the Lord so much that he confounded the language of the people—they were building a tower to try to reach God on their own.

· Gen. 11: 6-7: And the Lord said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do.  Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another’s speech.
(The sun and the moon) on letting the world come between us and the Light of Christ:  The moon is a good example of the believer.  There is no light in the moon except for that which it receives from the sun.  At times the moon seems full and bright.  But sometimes there is only a sliver of light—why?  The world has come between the sun and the moon.  When we become concerned with the affairs of this world the light begins to dim and, but for God’s grace, it would altogether be extinguished.

Most Modern Preachers are like Pilate—picture of false teachers who say some good things but because of the fear of men they turn Christ over to the will of the people.

(Cart Before the Horse—Faith Before the Life)  Whom He Foreknew—to say God saw chose a people because he knew that they would believe on him is as backwards as saying God fore saw that man would eat, sleep and breath therefore God made man a body and breathed into his nostrils the breathe of life. 

(He robes us) Grace is all of God: 
Gen. 3: 21—Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God make coats of skins, and clothed them. The response God gave to Adam and Eve after Adam willfully disobeyed him is one of the best examples of grace.  

First, Adam and Eve disobeyed God.  Secondly, they tried to cover themselves with aprons of fig leaves. Thirdly, having no confidence in their covering, they tried to hide themselves from the presence of God.  Lastly, when questioned about their sin they attempted to pass the blame off on another.  Yet after all this, God chose to be gracious to them both.  Make no mistake God owed these trespassers nothing.  These two offenders deserved nothing but God’s just wrath.  

Nevertheless, according to his own will and purpose Adam and Eve found grace in the eyes of God.  He chose the innocent one that would die to provide a covering for the guilty.  He slew the substitute.  God made a covering.  But pay close attention for his grace did not stop there!  After he chose to be gracious based on no merit found in them, after he chose the substitute, after he made coats of skins, he did not then play the part of a beggar and merely offer the covering to Adam and Eve.  No…God also clothed them.  He did it all.  His grace is his from beginning to end. Grace must be all of God or it is no grace at all.  

(Vacinations).  No chastening is pleasant for the moment, but afterwards:

I take Emma to the physcian to receive her vaccinations.  She cries when receiving the shot.  It stings for the moment.  It seems grievous for the moment.  It protects her from sickness.  

· Much the same way, we hear what we are by nature-sin-inwardly.  It stings.  We cry.  But it is through this sting that we see our need of Christ who makes us whole.  

· The chastening of the Lord is unpleasant for the moment.  But afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness.

(Just a few minutes)  Illustration:  Strict holiness of God

· In a factory for a meeting

· Secratary called man said, “I’ll be up in five minutes.”

· I sat there for 20 minutes.

· Thought occurred to me…how many times I’ve said, “Be there in a couple of minutes.”

· That’s a lie…

· Well…that’s not a big deal…we all do that…

· Giving this example—something we see as so insiginificant—no such thing as a “little white lie”

· Enough to send a man to hell—God’s justice just that strict

· If something that insignificant to us makes us guilty—what about thoughts of our heart!

· Plum line—is holiness.

(Afraid of falling? Afraid of hitting the ground)  Illustration:   When God brings a man to see he has nothing to hold on to, then will he cling to Christ.

· Helping a man put siding on his house

· Two stories

· ON roof—fear came over me…

· “Scared of heights or scared of falling?”

· Scared of hitting the ground!

· Made me think of just how weak we are…

We think we’re strong—do anything set our minds to---you let fear come over you---your strength, will is nothing-having nothing to cling to you will lay hold of Christ.

ILLUSTRATION--GOD GIVING US A NEED

THE ROPE:  I was cleaning gutters on a roof with a steep pitch.  I cleaned one day without the rope.  The next day I bought a rope.  As long as I was standing on the ground I cared very little for that rope.  But when I was on the edge of a thirty-foot roof that rope was the one thing between me and death.  I held on to that rope.  It was the most valuable thing to me.  Even so, God must give us a hunger, a thirst, a need before we will cling to Christ.  We must be brought to see that He is the only thing between us and death.  

ILLUSTRATION--A STATUE REMINDS US OF SOMETHING THAT HAS BEEN DONE IN THE PAST SO IT IS WITH A STATUTE.
Statute—is a think made to remember something that has been done.  Observing the statute does not make one righteous but the statute reminds one of him who has made him righteous.  There is a statue in the square at Franklin which reminds us that a civil war battle was fought here.  The erecting of that statue did not cause the battle of Franklin to be fought here.  The battle of Franklin was fought here then the statue was erected.  The statue merely reminds us of that which has already taken place.
(Never Ever Touch the Crayons) On Depravity of Man—Even Seen in Young Children—:

True story.  I was passing through the nursery one day when I overheard 3-4 children crowded around a coloring book on the floor.  They kept crowding one out.  This little one wanted in to that coloring book.  Still, in spite of hard she tried they kept crowding her out.  Finally, the oldest said, “We’re supposed to share.  We know we’re supposed to share.”  Then one of the middle children spoke up and said, “Ok.  Ok.  Here’s the coloring book.  Come on over…you can color all you want.  BUT…never, no, never ever touch the crayons.”

(Going To the Grammys) On the Lord’s will being done and on us saying “I’ll do this” “I’m going to go there” and so on. 

Gabe Stalnaker teaching a 7 year-old boy to play guitar.  Little boys dad is a popular guitar player/singer (Allison Krauss).  One day little boy said, “I am going to practice and practice, then when I turn 18 I’m putting together a band, then I’m getting a bus driver, then I’m going to the Grammys.”  No smile.  Serious.  It did not seem unreasonable to him at all.  As adults we laugh.  When we tell what it is that we have planned.  What we are going to do.  Though it may be something far more easily attainable than going to the Grammy’s, before our heavenly Father we are just like that seven year old.  We have no idea what we’re going to do.  We should say, “If it be the Lord’s will, I’ll do this or I’ll do that.”

(Evidence of the Living) on faith without works being dead:  Ever have a loved one who is sleeping so soundly that for a moment you think their dead?  You get down real close to try and see their chest move.  You try to see them twitch a toe or wrinkle up their face.  Once they do you can breathe a sigh of relief—they’re alive.  Even so, works (conduct) is evidence that a man has faith.  James said, “As the body without breath is dead so faith without works is dead.” (Look up)  A believer moves and you breath a sigh of relief—he believes.  

ILLUSTRTAION OF FAITH BEING NATURAL TO A MAN BORN OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD.

Why do you breathe?  It is because you are alive.  Why do regenerated men and women believe the Lord?  It is because they are alive spiritually.  It is as natural for a man in whom Christ dwells to believe as it is for a man in whom the nature of Adam dwells to hate God.
ON DENYING SELF AND GROWTH IN GRACE

One of the remarkable things about growth in grace is the more you grow, the smaller you become in your own eyes.  In the first epistle Paul wrote, he said he was “the least of the apostles.”    He later wrote to the Ephesians that he was “less than the least of all the saints.”   Shortly before his death he wrote to Timothy, “I am the chief of sinners.” -- Todd Nibert

