Series: 2 Peter

Title: Beware of False Teachers

Text: 2 Peter 2: 1
Date: February 26, 2012

Place: SGBC, New Jersey

2 Peter 2: 1: But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. 

Title: Beware of False Teachers

I. THERE WERE FALSE PROPHETS ALSO AMONG THE PEOPLE OF OLD, EVEN AS THERE SHALL BE FALSE TEACHERS AMONG YOU
    Some may not like to talk about this fact but we must.  There are false teachers and preachers crept in and calling their congregations a part of the Christian church today, just as there were false prophets among the Jews before Christ came, just as there were false teachers during our Lord’s earthly ministry and just as there were false prophets during the days of Peter and the other apostles after our Lord first ascended. 

Illustration: When you love someone you warn them of danger.

1. The Lord gave warning through Moses.  He said that these false prophets are the instrument by which God proves that his people truly love him and not other gods.
Deuteronomy 13: 1: If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a wonder, 2: And the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods, which thou hast not known, and let us serve them; 3: Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the LORD your God proveth you, to know whether ye love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 4 Ye shall walk after the LORD your God, and fear him, and keep his commandments, and obey his voice, and ye shall serve him, and cleave unto him. 5: And that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, shall be put to death; because he hath spoken to turn you away from the LORD your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed you out of the house of bondage, to thrust thee out of the way which the LORD thy God commanded thee to walk in. So shalt thou put the evil away from the midst of thee.

2. The Lord Jesus warned his children.
Matthew 24: 24: For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. 25: Behold, I have told you before.

3. Paul gave this warning repeatedly to the brethren.
2 Corinthians 11: 3: But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 4: For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him.

Philippians 3: 1: Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you, to me indeed is not grievous, but for you it is safe. 2: Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the concision. 3: For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.

Colossians 2: 8: Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.

II. HOW DO FALSE TEACHERS OPERATE?—privily, secretly, craftily--who privily shall bring in damnable heresies
They come appearing as God sent messengers
Matthew 7: 15: Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.

     They preach and teach craftily with feigned words—beguiling, tricking, words.  But they bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them.  That does not mean that the Lord redeemed them.  But they come claiming they were bought by Christ’s blood.  They may preach redemption by the blood of Christ—even that the Lord bought them—but they deny what the redemption of our Lord’s blood is by what they teach and promote.  
     They will not declare as a simple declaration of clear unmistakable fact the successful, particular, redemption, the limited atonement of God’s elect by the finished work of Christ laying down his life

· Christ died for the elect 

· Christ died only for the elect  

· Christ accomplished putting away the sins of the elect  
· All the elect of God have been and shall be called through the truth of the gospel of the finished work of Christ for his elect.
     Christ is the Prophet, Priest and King—all power is his—he is God who cannot fail.  From the foundation of the world our King has moved all things to bring the true word of the gospel to each of his elect.  Christ is the Prophet who teaches the truth in the heart of each one of his elect.  Christ is the Priest of whom Christ teaches the work of our redemption has been fully accomplished.
Note: In private, they may tell you Christ died for the elect.  They may even put it in a statement of faith.  But what do they preach before all men?

     First, the issue is this: when men use human wisdom to craft their words—to make it appear Christ died for more than the elect of God—they make Christ not to have effectually accomplished the work of judgment and righteousness.  The offense is they damn the very character of God.  That is the damnable heresy that no believer can bear with.  Paul said, I came not
1 Corinthians 1: 17:…not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.
    Secondly, the issue is this: when men craft their words so as to make sinners think sinners contribute in some small way to our salvation—they exalt the sinner to be a god and take away the offensive truth that sinners are helpless maggots unable to do one thing to please God. That is the offense of the cross.
Galatians 5: 11: And I, brethren, if I yet preach circumcision, why do I yet suffer persecution? then is the offence of the cross ceased.
   The unregenerate religious man cannot bear to hear that salvation is of the Lord, apart from the works of men—because it diminishes the man; but the regenerate man cannot bear to hear man exalted because—it diminishes his God, his Lord and Savior.  These two cannot walk together unless they be in agreement.  
     False prophets really believe that if you preach the truth that salvation is by the grace of God, that the believers sins past, present and future are forgiven of God, put away by Christ, they are justified, made righteous by Christ alone, they say it will lead men into sinful lives—they make the grace of God out to be a lascivious doctrine.
    I have heard men say if you teach that the believer born of the Spirit has been made fit—sanctified, made a saint—meet to inherit the kingdom by God the Father’s electing grace, by the Lord Jesus’s perfecting them, by the Holy Spirit’s making them new creatures in the new birth, that such teaching will lead men to lasciviousness—they make the grace of God out to be a lascivious doctrine—the truth makes a man cleanse himself of the idolatrous, polluting, garbage man peddles in his false gospel but it does not lead him anywhere else but to Christ. Some even teach that the blood of Christ gives men license to live in a course of sin—they, too, make the grace of God a lascivious doctrine.  
Jude 1: 4: For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.
Paul answered those objections to grace constantly.  There are two reasons that the believer cannot live in sin.  

  One, the believer cannot live in sin because the elect of God are so thoroughly dead to the law by the death of Christ that the law of God cannot condemn them for any sin period.
Romans 6:1: What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 2: God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?...7: For he that is dead is freed from sin….9  Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. 10  For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 11  Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Two, the believer never has a heart to sin that grace may abound because since we have been born of the Spirit of God we have been given a heart so that it is not our heart to desire to sin against God.   Since we are no longer under the law but under grace, the grace of God working in power in our heart makes us want to be free from all sin.  Sin never again having dominion over us does not mean sin is absent in our daily walk, it means we shall never again be let go by the Spirit to live in sin in unbridled lusts.  The exhortation to yield our hands and feet and eyes and ears unto God rather than sin is not an exhortation to yield ourselves to the letter of the law but to God of the law.  The saint born of God is not under God’s law but under God’s grace. Grace makes us want to be free from sin in our members, not to live in it. 
Romans 6: 13: Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. 14: For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 15: What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid.
     But whether a man turns to break the letter of the law after hearing the gospel or whether a man turns again to the letter of the law to justify himself before men or God, or even, to make himself sanctified by his works of law obedience, both are the same lusts of the flesh and not of God.  For example, when Peter got up from the table where he ate with Gentiles and went over to the table with Jews because he saw his Jewish brethren walk up.  It was the same sin as if he committed adultery with a harlot.  It was turning from God to his flesh, to the letter of the law.  But that was not of God, it was of his own flesh.  That is exactly what Paul declared.
Galatians 2:17: But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid. 18: For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor.
   Grace leads a man to Christ, not to sin. Paul was labeled an evil doer, even bound in prison, for preaching this very doctrine of God which is that the believer is complete in Christ, apart from any works—though they be right works—which we have done.
2 Timothy 2: 9: Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound.
   All false preachers and heresies deny, in some way, the redemptive work Christ accomplished—that is what it means when they deny he has come in the flesh (1 John 4:1-3). They may not say they deny he came in the flesh, but they deny that all the work necessary to make a believer accepted of God with no exceptions was accomplished by Christ and given to his redeemed through the Spirit through faith—and thus they deny God has come in the flesh and that salvation is of the Lord.
Set all preaching in the light of Christ–

· His eternal Sonship and humanity, 

· His sovereignty and suretyship, 

· His perfect righteousness and effectual sacrifice

· His high priestly work and intercession, 

· His exaltation and second coming. 
· And beware of false prophets!

Amen!

