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Weekly Schedule of Services
	Sunday: 
	10:00 AM
	Bible Class

	
	11:00 AM
	Morning Service

	Thursday: 
	  7:00 PM
	Mid-week Service


	Web Addresses

Be sure to bookmark our website for daily articles and audio messages:

www.FreeGraceMedia.com  |  www.FreeGraceRadio.com 

	Weekly Meeting Location

Rocky Hill Firehouse, 2nd floor

150 Washington St., Rocky Hill, NJ 08553
	Mailing Address
7 Birch Street
Pennington, NJ 08534

	Phone: 615-513-4464  |  Email: clay@freegracemedia.com 

	If you would like to receive this bulletin sent weekly to your email then send a note to the email address above.


Sanctification in Abraham

Genesis 17: 1-8
Sanctification is the work of God’s grace whereby God sets apart and makes his children consecrated unto him.  It is accomplished by God the Father in divine election in Christ, by the circumcision of Christ made without hands in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the sacrifice of himself and by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit. 
Sanctification of God (Genesis 12: 1-5.)
God sanctified Abraham in the operation of grace when Abraham was 75 in a land of idolatry.  Abraham was not seeking God but God sought Abraham because he was a chosen child of God.  God separated Abraham from the land of idolatry to God: through the Spirit of regeneration through the gospel of promise (John 3: 3.) The result was Abraham believed God and went out (Hebrews 11: 8).  
Sanctification by the Gospel of Christ (Genesis 15: 1-6)
Growth in grace is accomplished, not through the works of our hands, but through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  God separated Abraham from the land of idolatry through the gospel of God’s promised salvation.  God grew Abraham in the knowledge of Christ declaring more clearly that Abraham’s salvation was in the promised Seed, God’s own Son, who would come from Abraham’s lineage to crush the serpent’s head and redeem God’s elect (Galatians 3:16).  This promise to Abraham was ordered and sure because this covenant work was entrusted to the Son of God by God the Father.  Christ said of his covenant to the Father, “I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.” (John 17:4).  From the cross, Christ said, “It is finished.”  The righteousness of Christ was imputed to Abraham through faith (Romans 4: 1-8.) 
Sanctification by the Grace of God (Genesis 16: 1-16; 17: 1)
We see that sanctification is by the grace of God when we consider the error Abraham made in this chapter.  Abraham and Sara in great error tried to fulfill God’s promise by their wisdom, will and work.  Sara gave Abraham her handmaid, Hagar, to wife.  Abraham produced a son from her (Commentary on this passage is found in Galatians 4: 21-31.)  These two women represent the two covenants—Hagar, the bondmaid, represents the covenant of works which genders to bondage; Sara, the freewoman, represents the everlasting covenant of grace fulfilled by God alone through the blood and righteousness of Christ.  In turning to Hagar, Abraham turned from the grace of God to the works of his own hand.  It was by the grace of God alone that God did not cast Abraham away, nor allow Abraham’s sin to have dominion over him.  Instead God turned Abraham back to God, keeping Abraham separated unto himself.  God will not allow sin to have dominion over his children because those born of his Spirit are not under the law but under the power and dominion of the grace of God (Romans 6: 14.)  Sanctification is by the grace of God.
Sanctification by the Power of God (Genesis 17: 1)
Abraham was separated unto God by the revelation of God (Romans 1: 16-17.)  God declared to Abraham that the Almighty God is all powerful to fulfill his own promised salvation in Christ, apart from any help from our impotent hands.   Therefore God said to Abraham, “Walk before me and be thou perfect.” First, this is a declaration of fact because through faith in Christ, Abraham was perfect (Malachi 3:6; Hebrews 10: 14).  Secondly, this is a statement of promise because since Abraham was made the righteousness of God in Christ his Surety, nothing would be able to separate Abraham from the love of God in Christ Jesus (Romans 8: 32-39).  Thirdly, this an effectual command by which God strengthened Abraham’s faith not to turn from the promised salvation in Christ back to works of his hand (Galatians 5: 1-6).  By the power of El Shaddi revealing his glory in the face of Christ Jesus through the gospel the believer is sanctified to walk by faith, not by sight.
Sanctification by Circumcision without Hands (Genesis 17: 2-11)
Each time the Lord spoke to Abraham, the LORD God renewed his covenant to Abraham. Here again God renews his promise saying, “Abraham, I will fulfill the covenant I have made to you without your help.”  The everlasting covenant of God is the unchanging, unchangeable, everlasting, yes and amen written on our hearts when Christ Jesus is formed in us, given for a Covenant (2 Corinthians 1: 20; Isaiah 42: 6; Romans 13: 14; Colossians 3: 10-11.)  Fleshly circumcision was a temporary, outward symbol of this inward, sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit (Romans 2: 29; 4: 11; 2 Corinthians 1: 22; Ephesians 1: 13: 4: 30.) whereby believers are made to behold that by the death of Christ Jesus we have been circumcised from all sin (Colossians 2: 10-15).  

Sanctification Makes Saints (Genesis 17: 3, 5)
The fruit of God’s sanctifying work is always the same: “Abraham fell on his face and God talked with him.”  This communion with God creates within the believer a new man, typified by God giving Abraham a new name.  Sanctified by these promises, through the Holy Spirit, the saint repents from our former idolatry, waits for the hope of righteousness through faith which works by love and has no more confidence in the flesh (2 Corinthians 6: 17-18--7: 1; Galatians 5: 4-6; Philippians 3: 3.)
SAVE THE DATE

Friday, July 22, 7pm, Birch Street, Youth Bible Study

